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CARAVAN (PART 1 
Tre ТИ 


OKAY TO GET 
RID OF THIS 
MANY THINGS 
THOUGH? 


ТО FASHION, 
THINGS SUD- 
DENLY BECOME 


IN THE 
JADE 
PALACE 


HERE IN THE 


IT APPEARS 
TO BE USED 
ТО REFER ТО 
А GROUP OF 
TRAVELLING 
STORES THAT 


INNER PALACE, 


THE WORD 
CARAVAN 15 
ORIGINALLY 
USED TO 
DESCRIBE A 
GROUP OF 
TRADERS THAT 
COME FROM 
BEYOND THE 
DESERT, BUT, 


YOU WERE 
STATIONED 
OUTSIDE THE 
LAST TIME 
IT CAME, 
RIGHT? 


LACKS 
THE MOST 
ESSENTIAL 

STORES. 


AND THOSE 
WHOSE | SORIES FROM 
FAMILIES  CONSORTS, 


ARE RICH 
ENOUGH TO 
BE ABLE TO 
SUPPLIED BY 
їй THE INNER SEND THEM 
IS IS CLOTHES, 
PALACE, WHICH 
ALSO THE INCLUDES 
REASON AS 15 Quite 


DIFFERENT 


ТО WHY THEY _ БРОМ FOOD А 


RARELY GET ТО THEIR 


THE CHANCE | UNDERWEAR. To THAT 
тк PER- НЧ 
SONAL ВЕ- ином 

LONGINGS. 


STORES 
AREN'T ALL 
тєд оо THAT RARE 
DIFFERENT OUTSIDE, 
STOR) BUT 


У 

INSIDE THE 
INNER 
PALACE. 


AREN'T SUP- 
POSED ТО 
MINGLE WITH 
THEM, HAVE 
NOTHING TO 
DO DESPITE 
BEING ON 
риту. 


ТМ ABLE 
ТО ТАКЕ 
A SHORT 
BREAK ON 


THE LAST 
DAY, 50... 


IT LOOKS 
LIKE THE 
SALESMAN 
PERSONALLY 
РАЮ А МВП 
ТО ТИЕ ЈАРЕ 
МО, Quite 
ОМ THE 
CONTRARY. Г ч DON'T уои 
т THINK YOU ay THINK WE 
THE OTHER ӨНОШОЧЕ INDULGED 


CONSORTS вошбыт ЖОЙ А ВІТ ТОО 


BOUGHT 
MUCH MORE 
THAN JUST 
THIS. 


THE MAIDS IN 
! THE CRYSTAL 
ју PALACE ARE 
REGARDLESS | QUITE GAUDY, 
ОҒ WHAT PEOPLE 50 THEY WILL 
ИМ) SAY ABOUT. END UP BUYING 
CONSORT КІРА, А LOT. 
Е SHE'S ACTUALLY У 
QUITE GENEROUS. 


‘AS 
б DIAMOND PALACE, 
Rou ын ОР | KGUESS THE 


INTO BUYING 
WHATEVER THI 


А CONSORT 
FAVORED BY 
THE EMPEROR 


WOULD USUALLY 
Buy MUCH 
MORE THAN 
THIS. 


МАО МАО, 
HAVE You 
VISITED THE 


AND WERE 


CARRYING 
CRAFTSMAN- 
SHIPS THAT 
WERE QUITE 
NOSTALGIC TO 
PLANNING THE MAIDS IN 
ON TAKING THE JADE 
А LOOK ON 
THE LAST PALACE 


DAY. 


WE'LL BE 
VISITING THE 
CARAVAN AGAIN 
TOMORROW, SO 
PLEASE TIDY 
uP ТООАУ 6 
60006. 


EVEN THOUGH 
THE WOMEN WHO 
ARE EMPLOYED 
А5 CONSORTS: 
RECEIVE SALARY, 
CLOTHING AND 
FURNITURE STILL 
МАКЕ А NECESSARY 
EXPENSE IN THE 
INNER PALACE. 


ІТ 15 FOR 
THIS EXACT 
PURPOSE 
‘THAT HIGH, 
МР, AS WELL 
‘AS LOW CLASS 
HAVE FUNDS: CONSORTS, ~ 

ALLOCATED ALONG WITH 
то THEM | MORETHAN |) 
( 


FROM THE А НИМОКЕР 
NATIONAL OTHER PEOPLE, 


‘TREASURY. 


MAYBE 
THEY'LL 


I DON'T 
EXPECT 
THEY'LL BE 
SELLING ANY 
INTERESTING 
MEDICINE, 
BUT 


LEAVES 
AND 
SPICES? 


THERE ARE А 
LOT OF CLOTHES 
WITH SLEEVES 
AND SKIRTS WHICH 
ARE MEANT ТО BE 
TIGHTENED WITH 
А BELT DIRECTLY 
UNDER THE BUST. 


THEY SAID 
THEY'RE IN 
FASHION 
RIGHT NOW. 


А DIFFERENT 
DESIGN. 


BECAUSE SHE 
WAS TRYING 
ТО BE CON- 
SIDERATE OF 
GYOKUYOU'S 
PREGNANCY. 


DID 
THEY HAVE 
NO OTHER 
STYLE OF 
CLOTHING? 


WHICH REQUIRE 
FOR THE BELT 
ТО BE TIGHTENED 
OVER THE STOM- 
АСА WILL SOON 
‘BECOME TOO 
HARD TO WEAR 
FOR CONSORT 
GYOKUYOU. 


ТМ SURE 
THE MAID 
BOUGHT 
THEM 


MONEY 
FROM LADY 
GYOKUYOU. |: 


I DON’T 
INTED ON 
BUYING 
SOMETHING 


THAT COULD 
COME OFF А6 
WHAT 1 | ME SHOWING || 
REALLY 
WANT MENTION, 
ARE TEA ў 
LEAVES INTERESTED 
AND THINGS IN 
SPICES. 


THE LAST DAY 
BECAUSE І 


THAT'S NOT 
THE ONLY 
REASON. 


OTHER IS 
20 I CAN 
BARGAIN. 


THERE'S NO 
ESPECIAL- WAY THESE 
SHOPS WOULD 
LY МНЕМ ве THINGS AT 
ALL THE REASONABLE 


DON'T 


THINK YOU PRICES INSIDE 
CAN SCAM ee AEE. THE INNER 
ME THAT PALACE, 


EASILY. SHELTERED. 


АВЕ УОЦ 
ALSO ON 
A BREAK 
SHI SUI? 


IN THE 
MEDICAL 
OFFICE. 


TALKING HERE 
16 GOING TO 
DISTURB OTHER 
PEOPLE, LET'S 
MOVE SOME- 
WHERE ELSE. 


І GUESS 
THEY MUST BE 
ACQUAINTANCES 

SINCE THEY BOTH 
WEAR THE SAME 
UNIFORM. 


JUST FOR 
TODAY, 
SINCE IT'S 
A SPECIAL 
OCCASION. 


THE REASON 
BEHIND THIS 
WAS THAT 
THERE ARE 
SOME MAIDS 
WHO LOOK 
COLDLY AT 
EUNUCHS, 


BUT ONCE HE 
FIGURED OUT 
THAT THE TWO 
TREATED HIM 
NORMALLY, HE 
LOOSENED UP. 


Al 
EXCEPTION 
SINCE 
EVERYONE 
IS МА 
FESTIVE 
MOOD. 


—| 


/ 95 


THIS 
WOULDN'T 
NORMALLY 
BE A GOOD 
PLACE FOR 
PEOPLE TO 

GATHER, 


І DIDN'T 
KNOW MISS 
MAO HAD 
FRIENDS. 


WHOAH, 


THE QUACK 
DOCTOR WAS 
INITIALLY VIG- 

ILANT WHEN 

HE MET THE 
TWO FOR THE 

FIRST ПМЕ. 


THA’ | 
ША 


7 
BE AROUND р 1 
HALF A YEAR 
NOW THAT SHE'S 
BEEN HERE IF 
SHE ARRIVED 


IT SHOULD 


TOGETHER | 


16 THE 
CARAVAN 
USUALLY 


THIS: 
FESTIVE? 


BECAUSE WE'LL 
BE HAVING AN 
ENVOY FROM A 
NEIGHBOURING 


VISITING US. 


THERE'S THIS 
STRANGE SMELL 
THAT'S BEEN 
COMING FROM THE 
NORTHERN SIDE 
RECENTLY, DO YOU 
KNOW ANYTHING 
ABOUT THAT? 


THE INNER 
PALACE 
USES A 


IN THE MOAT, 
BUT INSTEAD 
RELEASE IT INTO 
А BIG RIVER 


THANK 
GOD SHE 
CHANGED 
THE TOPIC. 


THIS 15 DONE 
IN ORDER 
TO PREVENT 
THE SPREAD 
OF DISEASE. 


THROUGH AN 
UNDERGROUND 
WATERWAY. 


STRANGE 
SMELL? 

mayee | ТИАТ PLACE 
THERE'S IS QUITE 


SOMETHING 
BLOCKING RESOLATE: 


THE 
WATERWAY 
THERE? 


BUT IF 
THE UNDER- 
WHAT ARE GROUND 
YOU DOING WATERWAY 
2 WAS 
BLOCKED, 


THE SMELL 
WOULD 
BEGIN TO 
RISE TO THE 
‘SURFACE. 


THERE'S 
A LOT OF 
INSECTS 
ROAMING 
AROUND 
THAT I CAN 
DRAW. 


ILLUs- 
TRA- 


EARTHWORMS 
CAN BE USED 
FOR RELIEVING 
FEVERS. 


THERE'S 
A LOT 
OF GIANT 
SPIDERS 
AS WELL. 


THE 
RUINS IN 
THE NORTH 
ARE BRIM- 
MING WITH 
INSECTS. 


INSECTS 


CAN BE USED 
MANTIS 6665 AS TO MAKE 
Ей 3 іне MEDICINE, 

PRETTY EF- 
serra FECTIVE ONES 


АТ THAT. 


THE FRUIT 
GARDEN IN 
THE SOUTH IS 
MAINTAINED 
REGULARLY, 
50 THERE 
ISN'T A LOT 
OF THEM 
THERE, ВИТ 


ТУЕ меМЕВ__ | 


ree | IT'S. 60 НАР | 
1 \ АВЕ САРАВЫ то career, | 
пору oF сториме 3 
BLEEDINGS. 


СЭР =) ДЕЛ ут 


CARAVAN 
LEFT AFTER 
THE FIFTH 
DAY. 


YOU WRITE 
SMELLY? 


LEZ. 
У О МАО ANP SHAO КАМ RAN INTO 511 SUI WHILE THEY WERE OUT ENJOY! 
„ЭЕ TOGETHER WITH HER. 


PERFUMES. 
IMPORTED 


FROM THE 
AFTER THE 
WEST HAVE 
WHILE THEY'RE PARTICULAR- MANICURE 
ALL NICE ON Ly STRONG TREND 
THEIR OWN, THEY SCENTS. DIED DOWN, 


BEGIN TO SMELL 
REALLY BAD 
ONCE ТНЕУ КЕ 

ALL MIXED 


EVERYONE 
RIGHT NOW, STARTED 
THE CURRENT | JUMPING TO 


TREND IN THE 
INNER PALACE ВОЕН 


НАРРЕМ5 ТО 
BE PERFUME. 


ASA 
RESULT, ALL 
THE CLOTHES 

BEING WASHED 

HERE GIVE 
OFF A VERY 
STRONG 


WITH HER 
STUDYING. 


LOOKS LIKE 
THAT NOVEL 
15 STILL 
POPULAR 


1 
INITIALLY 
THOUGHT 
SHE'D GIVE 
ИР AFTER 


Rose О Придет | ^ 
CAN HAVE BAD TIME, вит 

EFFECTS ON 

PREGNANCY. 


ТМ SORRY, 
1 сот ТОО 
EXCITED. 


I THOUGHT 
YOU AT 
LEAST HAD 
SOME BASIC 
HUMAN 
DECENCY. 


I SMELLED |: 

ИР EVERY ШТ) 
MAID IN THE 

CRYSTAL PALACE 
ONE BY ONE 


PERMISSION, 


WOULD WRITE 
UP A FORMAL / 
COMPLAINT. | 


160 


I DON'T 

WANT TO 
BE ASKED 
THAT BY 
AN ACTUAL 
PERVERT. 


THE FACT 
THAT THE 
COMPLAINT 
MADE JINSHI 
COME HERE 
ACTUALLY 
BENEFITS 
ME A LOT. 


I HAD 
A REASON 
FOR DOING 

THAT. 


І DID THAT 
IN ORDER TO 
CONFIRM MY 
SUSPICION, 


THEY'RE 
PERFUMES 


AND 
ESSENCES 
THE MAID- 
SERVANTS 
HAVE ВЕ 


МЕ BEEN 
ISING. 


THEY'RE 
ONLY USED 
IN SMALL 
AMOUNTS, 
BUT 


THESE CAN , 


ТМ 
ALRIGHT. 
PLEASE 
CONTIN- 
ШЕ. 


BECAUSE 
JASMINE 
CAN CAUSE 


CONTRAC- 
Т WAS OFTEN ТОМЕ IN 


SUGGESTED 
THAT PREGNANT THE WOMB, 


WOMEN SHOULD 
AVOID ITS CON- 
SUMPTION. 


AND SPICY 
FLAKES ARE 
OFTEN USED 
AS ABORTION 
INDUCING 
AGENTS BY 
PROSTI- 
TUTES. 


ASIDE FROM 
PERFUMES, THE 
CARAVAN ALSO 
BROUGHT WITH 

IT A LOT OF 

SPICES AND 

TEA LEAVES. 


THESE ARE 
THINGS 
THAT I 
BOUGHT 

FROM THE 

CARAVAN. 


ARE YOU 
SAYING THE 
USAGE OF 
THESE CAN 
INCREASE 
THE RISK 
OF A МІ6- 
CARRIAGE? 


SHOULDN'T 

IT's STILL 
CAUSE ANY UNCERTAIN 
PROBLEMS WHETHER 
IN NORMAL THEY CAN 
AMOUNTS. CAUSE IT. 


DID 

I GET 
STRUNG 
ALONG 
BY THE 
FESTIVAL 
ATMOS- 
PHERE? 


WE DO 
INSPECT 
ALL THEIR 
WARES 
THOUGH. 


1 SHOULD 
HAVE 
REALIZED 
THIS IM- 
MEDIATELY 
WHEN І 
BOUGHT 
THEM. 


CAN WE 
INVESTIGATE 
ALL THE 
TRADERS? 


WE DIDN'T 
DOCUMENT 
THEIR WARES 
TO SUCH 
DETAIL. 


(“аза 4 
ЕМНЕ 
MANAGEMENT'S. | 
PERSPECTIVE, <>), 
ТНЕУ ARE 
HARMLESS — 
2 


ромт чои 
ALL THINK 
THIS DRAWS A 
LOT OF PARAL- 
LELS TO THE 
POISONOUS 
FACE POWDER 
CASE FROM 
NOT LONG 
AGO? 


Alor THEM 


jf ARE THINGS THAT 


- WERE ALLOWED 
2ТО ВЕЛМ:ТНЕ 
SINNER PALACE: 


ARE YOU 
SUSPECT- 
ING THAT 
| SOMEONE 
16 TRYING 
TO BRING 
POISON 
INSIDE 
THE INNER 
PALACE? 


KNOW THAT 


THERE ARE A 
BUT THAT LOT OF SUB- 
DOESN'T STANCES THAT 
MEAN ALL OF CAN BECOME 
THEM WILL POISONOUS. 
BE USED AS 


POISON. 


AS ARESULT, | А5 WELL AS 
FACE POWDER | ТНЕ DEATH OF 
CONTAINING  ТНЕ CROWN 


IT 


LEAD HAS BEEN PRINCE. 
BANNED FROM 


THE INNER 


PALACE EVER 


SINCE THEN. 


BUT CON- 
VERSELY, 


CAUSED THE 
SICKNESS OF 
A PRINCESS, 


ІТ MIGHT 

STILL BE 

BROUGHT 
IN AS LONG 
AS IT'S NOT 
IN THE FORM 
OF FACE 
POWDER. 


IT'D BE A 
GOOD IDEA 
IF ALL THE 
CONSORTS 
WERE 
CAREFUL 
WITH IT. 


„СА BUT I 7 


САНТ ВЕАЦУ | 
ТЕЦ. FOR’ 

CERTAIN: THAT 

‘SOMEONE DID 
PLAN ALL. 
ОР THIS,” 

2- 


OFATHIS{IS 
BASEDJONIMY 
ASSUMPTIONS. 7 


жээ 7 


AND SEE IF 
ANYONE 15 
PREGNANT IN 
THE INNER 
PALACE. 


THERE'S 
ALSO THE 
INCIDENT 
WITH THE 
CLOTHES. 


MAYBE iS ) 
THERE'S Т 77 
SOMEONE 1 

OUT THERE 
TRYING TO 
PROBE 


eel 


You 
SHOULON'T 
‘SAY SOME- 
THING 
BASED ON 
SPECULA- 
том. 


IN THE 
END, THE 
BOUNDARY 
| BETWEEN 
SPECULA- 
TION AND Й 


TRUTH IS 
UNCLEAR. 


JUST 
LIKE THE 
INCIDENT 
BACK 
THEN. 


THIS ENTIRE 
THING APPEARS 
LIKE SOME- 
THING THAT 
WAS BOUND TO 
HAPPEN DUE 
TO MULTIPLE 
COINCIDENCES, 


NOT TO 
MENTION, 
‘SUI REI 15 
STILL NO- 
WHERE TO 
BE FOUND 

AFTER RES- : 
URRECTING 27 
FROM THE 

DEAD. 


АТ THE 


THERE ARE 
ALOT OF 
UNSOLVED 
MYSTERIES 


MOMENT. 


IFI 


ss WASN'T 
С WORKING 
2 тошонт (080 
ЈЕ НАМЕ НАР МАР, 
PERFUMES THE MONEY У 
| Монт ВЕ- ТО BE INTER- 
ESTED IN THE 
——| THE LINE TREND, 1 CARAVAN. 
ЦР ОР MIGHT HAVE 
ДО PRODUCTS мэн 
LIKE THIS 
EVERY 
YEAR? 


1 DON'T 
KNOW WHICH 
OF THESE WERE 
INTENTIONAL, 
AND WHICH OF 
THESE WERE 
COINCIDENTAL. 


т DON'T 
WANT 
SOMEONE 
ТО BE 

ВЕ- PUNISHED 
CAUSE OF 
Му WORDS 
FOR WHICH 
Т HAVE КО 
РЕООР ОР 
WHATSO- 
EVER. 


THIS IS THE 

JASMINE TEA 

THAT SHI SUI 
RETURNED 


BIG 56 
USED TO 
GIVE ME THE 
ХИ АМЕ THING 
WHENEVER A 
CUSTOMER 
CAME. 


EVEN IF IT 
16, IT ACTS 
AS MEDICINE 
AS LONG А5 
IT'S IN SMALL 
AMOUNTS. 


IT'S NOT 
A PLACE 
SUITABLE 
FOR SIR 


JINSHI. 


BESIDES, 
ТМ NOT 
PREGNANT. 


EVEN ЕТ 
WERE TO 
RESTEEP IT, 
ІТ WOULD 
ОМУ END 
ИР DILUTED. 


THIS WAS: 
THE LAST 
OF IT. 


PLEASE 

GIVE ME 2 
SOME DELIVERING PENED TO 
SIR GAO 


THERE'S 
NO WAY I 
= | CAN SERVE 


YOu THAT. 


172 


EFFECTS 


DOES THIS 
TEA HAVE? 


А CALMING 
EFFECT 


AND NOT THAT CAN 


WHILE ONLy тидт, НЕР МТИ 
IT'S BAD таль. А 
DURING HELP You 
PREG- WITH $ТАУ- 
IT CAN NANCY, ING AWAKE. 


HELP DURING 
CHILDBIRTH... 
OR SO I'VE 


IT SURE 
HAS A 2 
LOT ОР 

BENEFITS. 


THAT'S 
WHY IT'S 
50 EASY TO 
OVERLOOK 
ITS SIDE 
EFFECTS. 


FOR IN- 
FERTILITY, 
SPECIFICALLY 
THE ONE ON 
THE MAN'S 
SIDE. 


FIND SOME 5 
SNACKS... ву 


I DON’T 


й 
г 
fe 
+ 
3 


хм 
ва 
31: 
$e 
Е 
РБ 


IT GAN = 
HELP{DURING У 
CHILOBIRTH 


FURTHER NOTES ON JASMINE TEA 


ITS AROMA HAS A CALMING EFFECT AND CAN HELP 
YOU WITH FALLING ASLEEP EASIER, BUT AT THE 
SAME TIME, THE TEA ITSELF CONTAINS CAFFEINE 
AND COULD PREVENT YOU FROM FALLING ASLEEP 

IF YOU WERE TO DRINK IT LATE AT NIGHT. 


THE AMOUNT OF CAFFEINE THE TEA CONTAINS 
DEPENDS ON HOW YOU BREW IT, WHILE ITS EFFECT 
ON YOUR SLEEP DEPENDS ON WHEN YOU DRINK IT. 


THE REASON THIS TEA IS BAD TO DRINK DURING 
PREGNANCY IS BECAUSE IT CONTAINS CAFFEINE 
(THOUGH NOT THAT MUCH). 


CAFFEINE CAN CAUSE COMPLICATIONS DURING 
PREGNANCY, AND CAN LEAVE LONG LASTING EFFECTS 
ON THE BABY (THOUGH THE RESEARCH ON THIS 
TOPIC IS CONTRADICTORY AND NO CONCLUSIONS 
HAVE BEEN DRAWN FROM WHAT I CAN TELL). 


= 
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А PALACE 
LADY 15 
MISSING? 


THAT'S 
EVEN RIGHT... 
THOUGH SOMEONE 
I WONDER ALREADY PREPARED 
WHAT HAP- BETROTHAL MONEY 
PENED? FOR HER AND HER 
CONTRACT WAS 
ALMOST OVER... 


AND HAD BEEN 
EXCHANGING 
LETTERS WITH 
THE OFFICIAL 
WHO GAVE IT 
TO HER RECEIVED A 
SINCE THEN. ( HAIRPIN AT 
THE GARDEN 
PARTY TWO 
YEARS АСО 


DESPITE г 15, MUST HAVE 
NOT BEING || 7 ТО ВЕ ВЕЕМ ОШТЕ 
А МАР OF A т ALLOWED то | EXCELLENT 
HIGH-CLASS. а | | GO OUTSIDE AT HER 
CONSORT. | (| FOR VARIOUS 
DUTIES 


ARE USUALLY 
FOUND A FEW LADIES 
DAYS AFTER 
THEY'VE GONE 

MISSING. 


GARDEN SUR- 
ROUNDED 
BY A HIGH 
WALL AND 
DEEP MOAT 
AFTER ALL. 


THERE'S ALSO 
A DARK SIDE 
TO THE INNER 


PALACE, WHICH 
HOUSES 2000 
PALACE LADIES. 


ч 5 
д 
ре ) 
у | —; д 
\ \ 7 
! Тоо 
) 
AS AN 
UNSPOKEN 4 
RULE, CASES LL 
LIKE THESE THOSE мі 
AREN'T IN- JUST QUIT 
VESTIGATED WITHOUT ANY 
TOO DEEPLY. Л WARNING DUE 
TO FAMILY 
ISSUES. 


175 NOT 
RARE FOR 
А PALACE 
LADY TO GO 
MISSING 
FROM TIME 
TO TIME. 


THERE 
ARE THOSE 
WHO COM- 
MIT SUICIDE 
BECAUSE OF Ў 


8 
Гела 


SOMETHING 
LIKE THIS. 
15 BOUND 
TO RAISE 
ӨРЕСІ А- 

TIONS. 


WAS 
ALREADY 
ABOUT 
TO RETIRE 
AND GET 
MARRIED. 


HOWEVER, 
THIS MISSING 
PALACE LADY 


А 
TEA PARTY 
FOR THE 
HIGH-CLASS 
INDEED. 


SHE HAS 


то SHOW 
HERSELF 
IN PUBLIC 
С LIKE THIS 
SINCE FROM TIME 
SHUTTING то TIME, 
BOTH HER НЕСЕР 
CLOTHES WOULD UN 
AND THE DOUBTEDLY 
PLACE WERE GIVE RISE TO 
CAREFULLY SUSPICION. 
SELECTED 
60 AS TO 
вит 
THOSE WITH АНЕ, 
SHARP EYES 
SHOULD HAVE и Цэн гэ 
UNDOUBTEDLY Жалаы Н 
NOTICED А ЕР ДА 
LONG TIME (So Загас 
AGO. 22. 


ТИЕ МАМ 


THOSE PEOPLE 
HAVE BAD 
INTENTIONS 


IN THAT 
CASE, 
SHOULD 
WE MOVE 
INSIDE? 


| SINSHI їе 
| ен HE SUPPOSED 
| то VISIT ALL 
| CONSORTS 
PERIODI- 
EVEN CALLY, BUT 
IF SHE IS 
CURRENTLY 
PREGNANT? 


SOMETHING 
GOING ON. 


OH NO, 
Т CAN'T 
KEEP ON 
BOTHERING 
A CONSORT 
FOR SO 
LONG. 


GYOKUYOU, 
PLEASE 


OH MY, 

NO NEED 
TO ACT SO 
RESERVED. 


IT's 
ALRIGHT 
TO TALK 

HERE. 


IT APPEARS 
THE LITTLE 
PRINCESS: 
15 CRYING. 


EVEN THOUGH 
HER PHYSICAL 
APPEARANCE 
SHES AND DISPOSI- 
TION MAKE HER 
‘STILL BRIM- 
STLL BRIM" LOOK MATURE, 


CURIOSITY. 


= ===) | 
не SHOULD 1/ но everyone 
(JUST HAVE GETS KICKED OUT 
А ROOM LIKE WHENEVER THIS 
THEN THAT THis MADE IN (BOOM в user FoR 
QUACK DOCTOR ТИЕ MEDICAL НО ONE” 
WILL JUST COME ТЕС HERE ТО SERVE 
SERVE TEA ТА, RIGHT? 
WITHOUT ANYONE || 
TELLING HIM то. ІШ 
К 
| 
Е 


AND IT LOOKS: 
LIKE THERE 
ARE SOME WHO 
HAVE STARTED 
LEARNING HOW 
TO READ. 


ТИЕ NOVEL 
HAVE ALSO 


BEING 016- 


COPIES OF 


STARTED 
TRIBUTED, 


AFTER 

A CONSORT 
READS IT, HER 
MAIDSERVANTS. 
WILL BE NEXT, 


FOLLOWED 
BY REGULAR 
LOWER MAIDS 
AS WELL. 


ЕЕ 


МЕ MOVED — 
ТО THE HEAD 
EUNUCH’S ROOM 
WHICH WE USE 
WHENEVER WE 
DON'T WANT 
OUR TALKS ТО 
BE HEARD BY 
THE CONSORT. 1 


YOU'RE 
AWARE OF THE 
SHORT NOVEL 

THAT WAS GIVEN 

OUT BY THE 
EMPEROR ТО 
CONSORTS: 
RECENTLY, 
RIGHT? 


ACTUALLY, 
THE DAILY 
CLASS WHICH 
1 HOLD IN THE 
LAUNDRY AREA 


LooKs 
LIKE THIS 
16 GOING 

EXACTLY AS 
HE PRE- 

DICTED. 


AN INITIAL 
DRAFT, BUT 
ГМ THINK- 


THEY'RE ING ABOUT 
CALLED BUILDING 
ELEMENTARY SOMETHING 
WRITING LIKE THIS. 
GROUNDS 


IN TOWNS. 


IN OTHER 
WORDS, A 


І МЕАМ... 

І JUST 
SOMEHOW || 
CAN'T FEEL 
AT EASE. 


50... 

WHAT 
DO You 
THINK? 


ЕТО BE CONTINUED! 


=> Жз< 


FURTHER NOTES ON THE TITLE 
OF THIS CHAPTER 


THE ACTUAL TITLE OF THIS CHAPTER (HUMAN CORDYCEPS) 
15 А MADE UP TERM (= А 29 58). THE CLOSEST ACTUAL 
THING THAT EXISTS ARE CORDYCEPS (-гіз ВВ Ен). 

AS A QUICK REFRESHER: CORDYCEPS ARE PARASITIC FUNGI 
THAT GROW ON INSECTS. THINK THE LAST OF US ZOMBIES. 


WHILE THESE TWO ARE ROUGHLY THE SAME, THERE 
15 ONE BIG DIFFERENCE: THE MADE UP TERM IS A VERSION 
OF CORDYCEPS THAT GROW ON HUMAN CORPSES. 


AS A SIDE NOTE, WE'VE ALREADY SEEN CORDYCEPS 
BACK IN CHAPTER 20 WHEN JINSHI WENT TO BUY 
MAO MAO FROM THE OLD GRANNY. 


A PALACE 
САРУ Is 
MISSING? 


= 


IN OTHER 
WORDS, A 
SCHOOL. 


Л 
17271 


FIND оит- “INTHE NEXT-FEW-PAGES— ВЕР! 


аз 
за 


мот To 
MENTION, 
SOME 
CONSORTS 
мно LIKE № 
TO APPEAR 8 
USING 
THEIR 
PERSONAL 
MAIDS TO 
HARASS 
THEM. 


„т 
THINK THE % 


NORTHERN 
SIDE WILL 
BE BETTER. 
УЕ5. 1 
1 
| HOW двоит 507, 
| INTRODUC- OF LABEL- 
I THINK A ING IT AS сан. 
LOT MORE | VOCATIONAL 1001 
PEOPLE WILL TRAINING. А SCHOOL, 
come iF тиеу | | 
REALIZE IT WILL 
HELP THEIR 
SOURCE OF 
INCOME. 1Ё 
2 


‘SINCE 
THERE'D BE 
NO GUARANTEE 
THAT THEY'LL 


RECEIVE SNACKS 
WHEN THEY COME, 
THEY'LL SIMPLY 
COME EVERY 
DAY. 


ENOUGH 
TO JUST 
REMODEL 
AN EXISTING 
BUILDING. 


ON A 
RELATED NOTE, 
І DON’T THINK 
YOU EVEN HAVE 

TO BUILD A 
SPECIAL PLACE 


WE COULD 
ALSO ОС- 
CASIONALLY 
PROVIDE 
THEM WITH 
SNACKS. 


THIS 15 
JUST MY 
PERSONAL 
OPINION. 


Т HAVE 
ANOTHER 
REQUEST. 


SOMETHING 
AS SIMPLE 
AS THIS 
THOUGH? 


ARE YOU 
FAMILIAR 


не ( WITH MUSH- 
\ ROOMS? 


THEY CAN 
ALSO BE 
TURNED INTO 
VALUABLE 
MEDICINE. 


MEDICINE 
ІМ THE 
PAST. 


THERE'S Е 
4 YEAR, JUST 
ALWAYS AAS IT STARTS РА REGULARLY 
Шаға | sae 
LADIES ИНО wee A FEW TIMES 
DISREGARD А YEAR FOR 
OUR WARN- 
INGS AND 

GET FOOD 
POISONING. х | 

У 

| -2 | 
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LAST YEAR 


WE EVEN HAD 
FRUITS ean THe 
ALSO OFTEN / | EAT WITH THE “CaN END 
GO MISSING DOCTOR IN CAN FIND 
FROM OUR THE MEDICAL “every 
eVERY- 


GARDEN. 


ait. 
THINK 
т KNOW 
WHO THE 
CULPRITS 

WERE. 


AND THE 
FRUITS WERE 


уои то 
INVESTIGATE 
THINGS THAT 
COULD BE 
EATEN BY 
ACCIDENT 
pene. BY PALACE 
LADIES 
DEAL WITH й 
SUCH THINGS 
BEFORE- 


122 
ЭМ 49 
22 : ONCE 
LE YOU'RE DONE, 
/ REPORT ТО МЕ 
WHAT KIND OF 
2 POISONS YOU 
AS FOR YOUR HAVE FOUND. 
TASKS IN THE <7 ! 


INNER PALACE, 
YOU'RE RELIEVED 
FROM ALL OF 
THEM, ASIDE 
FROM BEING 
A POISON 
TESTER. 


1 UNDER- 
‘STAND. 


THIS TO HER 
АВ WELL, 


SINCE THE 
INVeSTI- 
GATION WILL 
TAKE SOME етш, 
TIME. тив ет A 
CONVERSATION 
THAT'D NEED / Wh 
то BE HIDDEN 
FROM LADY 
GYOKUYOU. 


HERE'S 
THE MAP 


‘AS А RESULT, 
MUSHROOMS 
WILL SOON 
BE GROWING 
ALL OVER 
THE PLACE. 


FLOWERS 
AND SHRUBS 
THRIVE INSIDE 
THE INNER 
PALACE. 


THE HUMIDITY 
HAS RISEN 


ALRIGHT, 
WHERE 
SHOULD T 
START? 


вот тм 
NOT THAT 
TACTLESS 
AS TO IN- 
TERRUPT HIS 
INTERESTING 
REQUEST TO 
‘ASK THAT. 


(у THE ONES 
| \_ THAT OFTEN 
аи Заснет 
\ WOULD BE st 
77772753 ТНЕГОУБТЕР, BLT to ROOMS IS 
MUSHROOMS: - MUSHROOMS, 
IN THE INNER 
PALACE. 


OYSTERS 


EVEN IN HANAMACHI, 
WE'D OFTEN HAVE 
COURTESANS WHO 
WOULD GET FOOD 
POISONING FROM 
MUSHROOMS ТНЕУ 
RECEIVED FROM 
THEIR CUSTOMERS. 


WANTED TO 
со соцест 
MUSHROOMS 


NOR WOULD 


ey co WA PLACE IN SECRET, 
THE SOUTHERN Тао“ 

SIDE, WHICH 1S GAROEN- 
FULL OF PALACES ра 


AND BLILDINGS 
WHERE HIGH- 
CLASS CON- 
SORTS OFTEN 

GATHER. 


ON THE 
OTHER HAND, 
THERE ARE 


I GUESS 
TLL START 


IT COULD 

BE THAT 

A LEAK OF 
WASTE WATER 
BECAME THE 

NUTRIENT 


ALLOWED 
THE MUSH- 
ROOMS 
HERE TO 
THRIVE. 


7 рит 
тив 16 FROM BODY 
THE PLACE ODOR. 
WITH THE 
STRANGE 
SMELL THAT 
SHI SUI 
TALKED 
ABOUT. 


PRODUCTIVE ARE ALL 
DAY. Poisonous, 
PLEASE 
DON'T БАТ. 
THEM. 


OH, 
WELCO- 


DON’T 
COME 
INSIDE 


ЕМЕМ 
THOUGH 


Ж УОИМЕ 
JUST ВЕ- 
ARE МЕ | тивмер, а 
RUSHING 
мо, те you? ( ч 
ALRIGHT. А 
% е Е 
~ 
9) 
> 
PLEASE 
= PUT THIS 
Ж ом. 
А BLACK 
STRING? 
а 
IN < 


UNDER- WE'RE 
8100. GOING 
= 34 out детев К 
5 TODAY'S 

SORRY, BUT 
you'll Have DINNER. 


TO COME 
22227 ALONG. 


тт 
MUST ВЕ 
А FUNERAL 
SERVICE. 


DISTRIBUTING 
ТИЕ FLOWER 
TRIBUTES. 


HER RASH 
16 RED AND 
INFLAMED. 


THE ONE МНО, 
PASSED AWAY WAS 


HAD A HIGH STAND- 
ING EVEN AMONGST 
INIDDLE-CLASS 
CONSORTS, 
AND NOW DETERIO- 

SHE DIED _ ВАТЕ 


FROM FOOD 
POISONING. 


FOR LADY 
HONNYAN 
TO SPEAK 
LIKE THAT. 


EVEN 
THOUGH SHE 
COULD НАМЕ 
GONE HOME Е |“ 
мА 


SHE WANTED 
ТО, SINCE THE 
NEVER VISITED 
HER ANYWAY... 
% 
1) 
ми” 
Вэ 
ма 
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THERE WAS 
AN INCIDENT 
THAT OCCURRED 
BEFORE YOU 
CAME HERE 
WHERE LADY 
THE GYOKUYOU WAS 


CULPRIT POISONED. 


LIKELY... 


THERE'S 


NO WAY 
SHE WOULD 
WISH FOR THE 
WELL-BEING OF 
SOMEONE THAT 


RATHER, 
SHE'LL FEEL (1 (соруы 
MORE AT EASE / GYOKUYOU. 
AFTER THIS 
INCIDENT. 


AND IF THE 
CULPRIT 
OF THE 

POISONING 

USED MUSH- 


RELA- 
TIONSHIP 
WOULD 
BEGIN TO 
SOUR. 


THEN NO 
MATTER 
HOW 
PRETTY 


THEIR THAT Eu 


NUCH IS, 


TT's QUITE 


BEING POISONED 
HERSELF. 


UNDERSTAND 
WHY JINSHI 
WANTED TO KEEP 
GYOKUYOU IN 
THE DARK ABOUT 
HIS REQUEST 
TO LOOK FOR 
POISONOUS: 
MUSHROOMS. 


AND NOW 
THAT SHE'S 
PREGNANT, 


PERSONAL 
MAID KNEW 
JINSHI WAS 
SUSPECTING 
THEIR 
CONSORT, 


МЕ RATION AND CARRIES: 

TO PLAN АНА al 
BEN Г. 

ASSAS- 

INATIONS. 


23 
21) 
т ТИЕ MOST 
ОР — 28 ig SUSPICIOUS 
COURSE, ХХ. еј PERSON IS 
I DION’T Ї АСТЦАЦУ 
ро It. МЕ. 
_ 75% 
ДЕД 
‘A 2 
2 у BUT IF 
know нийт HE DID COME 
а | ТО СНЕСК МУ 
х REACTION ТО 
МЭ а 5 «7 А POISONOUS 
ај ~ MUSHROOMS, 
тм NOT 
DISAP- 
„ВИТ 
т роивт POINTED. 
THEY'LL LET ACTUALLY, 
ME KNOW ІМ ІМ- 
THAT. PRESSED. 


YOU'RE 
МОРЕ MUCH 


TSUKIYOTAKE 


TSUKIYOTAKE (OMPHALOTUS JAPONICUS) IS AN 
ORANGE TO BROWN-COLORED GILLED MUSHROOM 
NATIVE TO JAPAN AND EASTERN ASIA. 


IT 15 OFTEN MISTAKENLY CONSUMED, WHICH 
RESULTS IN ACUTE NAUSEA AND VOMITING FOR 
SEVERAL HOURS 


THE CAUSE 
OF THE SKIN 
INFLAMMATION 


FOUND ON 
BOTH THE | 
2 LOW-CLASS // 
=” CONSORT, 

AS WELL A 

CONSORT 
я. JIN, 15 


Luke yh 


: СНАВТЕВ 45) 
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(Е-а-38 
EMOR1YI22) 


Әуел 4 


THIS IS 
A DEADLY 
MUSH- 


EVEN A 
LITTLE BITE 
16 MORE THAN 


АМ OUT- 
BREAK LIKE 
THIS RARELY = 4 “THAT HAS. 


HAPPENS, : BEEN LEFT 
NEVER- І пме, 50 ALONE FOR 


THELESS, БА 
IT’S A VERY IMMEDIATELY м РЕВРЕСТ 


DANGEROUS NOTICE ІТ. Ы BREEDING 

MUSHROOM, А... SPOT FOR 

60 ТМ GLAD е ТИВ ТУРЕ 
TO HAVE OF MUSH- 
FOUND IT. СУЛ ROOM. 


PLEASE 
DON'T BRING 
YOUR FACE 
NEAR IT, 


7 ЈЕ THIS 


16 THE 
4 RESULT 
ІІМ- FROM 
MEDIATELY BACK 
WASHED MY THEN. 
HAND, BUT 


AS YOU CAN 

SEE, THE RED | A НАЯ 

SCAR NEVER А 

МЕМТ АМАУ. 1 KID WHEN Т WAS 
OUT GATHERING 
MEDICAL HERBS 


WITH DAD. 


YOU ALWAYS 
WRAP YOUR 
HAND IN 
BANDAGES, 


BECAUSE 
THIS IS 
THE FIRST 
TIME I'VE 
SHOWN IT 
TO HIM. 


1 
WENT ТО А 
CONSORT'S 

FUNERAL 


SERVICE 
YESTERDAY. 


SHE HAD 


THIS WAS 
MOST LIKELY Аб WELL AS 
CAUSED BY THE _ MISSING 
MUSHROOM'S HAIR. 
POISON. 


+ SHE'S 
AS SHARP 
AS USUAL. 


HER FACE 
SUDDENLY 
SWELLED TO 
THE POINT 
THAT SHE 
COULDN'T 
EVEN SPEAK 
PROPERLY. 


WAS LIKELY 
JEALOUS OF 
THE LOW-CLASS 


А а CONSORT WHO 
2 WAS VISITED BY 
1 THE EMPEROR 
АКО DECIDED 
== TO POISON 
HER. 
PROBABLY 
CAME INTO 
WHEN CONTACT 
SHE WAS WITH THE 
REPEATING POISON ON 
WHAT SHE ACCIDENT 
DID BACK 
THEN, AND 
ENDED UP 
DISFIGURING 
HER FACE. 


SHE WAS 
SOMEONE 
WITH A LOT 
OF BAD 
RUMORS 
SURROUND- 
ING HER. 


THIS 15 
WHAT SIR 
JINSHI 
WANTED 
TO KNOW, 
RIGHT? 


THE 
DECEASED 
CONSORT 

OFTEN MIS- 
USED HER 
PARENT'S 
POLITICAL 

POWER. 


AS 
FOR THE 
CURRENT 

FOOD РО!- 
SONING... 


THAT THE 1 


ALL ОР HER 
PERSONAL 
MAIDS GAVE 
THE SAME 
TESTIMONY 


AND KILLED = 
HERSELF 
BY EATING 


BUT 
ГУЕ 
NEVER 
HEARD 


SPREAD- OF IT 


ING TO 
THE FACE. 


THEY 
SAID THE 
CONSORT 
ATE THE 
POISONOUS: 

MUSHROOM 
AND DIED, 
16 THAT 


RN RIGHT? 


IF THAT'S 
THE CASE, 
IT'S Sus- 
PIclous. 


THE 
MUSHROOM 
CAN CAUSE 

STOMACH PAIN, 
VOMITING, AND 
NUMBNESS, 
ALONGSIDE 
OTHER SYMP- 
TOMS IF IT'S 
INGESTED. 


IT CAN 
ALSO CALISE 
INFLAM- 
MATIONS 
INSIDE THE 
MOUTH. 


ВИТ ТНЕКЕ 
WERE NO 1М- 
FLAMMATIONS, 
ON THE HANDS 

OF THE 

CORPSE... 


DID IT To 
HERSELF. 


I HAVE 
THE ANSWER, 
BUT I HAVE 
NO PROOF. 


IF SOMEONE 
RUBBED THE 
POISONOUS 
MUSHROOM 
ON THEIR 
FACE... 


JUDGING 
BY THE 
SWELLING 
OF HER 
FACE, IT 
LOOKED 
QUITE 
NEW. 


|) 


IF You 
HAVE SOME- 
THING TO 
SAY, THEN 
SAY IT. 


AND IF 
POSSIBLE, 
COULD 
YOU LEND 
WHO ME A FEW 
ARE STRONG 
EUNUCHS 


THERE'S 
NO GUAR- 
ANTEE. 


COULD 
YOU GIVE 
ME A FEW 
DAYS? 


HE бА IT 
AS IF IT's 
AN ORDER. 
І PREFER IT 
THIS WAY 
ANYWAY. 


әл К] 


NEVER- Ч 234 
THELESS. 


202108) ха ^ 
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HUMAN CORDYCEPS (EPILOGUE, PART 2) 


THE 
RESULT 
OF МО 

MAO'S 
INVESTI- 
GATION 

5... 


WELL THEN, 
COULD т 
HAVE THIS 
AREA DUG 
up? 


IS THIS 


WHAT YOU 
MEANT BY 
EVIDENCE? 


THERE WERE 


MULTIPLE PIED WN. 
LOCATIONS Т THE ORNA- 
SUSPECTED, MENTS BE- 
TO THINK вит LONGS то 
WE'D GET IT CONSORT 
RIGHT ON Эн. 
THE FIRST 


TRY. 


DID You 
KNOW? 


EACH 
SPECIES HAS 
A DIFFERENT 
ENVIRONMENT 
IN WHICH THEY 
CAN GROW. 


FROM THE 
COLONIES 
OF MUSH- 


THE MUSH- 


ROOM WITH 
RARELY THE SLIMY 
FOUND USUALLY OVER THERE 
IN OTHER ONLY GROWS 
NEAR ANIMAL 
PLACES. CARCASSES OR 


EXCREMENTS. 


то THINK 
І WAS 
ENJOYING 
LOOKING AT 
MUSHROOMS 
THAT WERE 
GROWING 
ABOVE A 
CORPSE. 


I DIDN'T 
REALIZE IT WAS 
THE SMELL OF 
A CORPSE AT 
FIRST, BECAUSE 


IT'S SOME- 
THING ГМ NOT 
SUPPOSED 
TO TOUCH. 


1 
THOUGHT IT 
WAS DUE TO 
THE WATER 
WASTE LEAK 
SERVING AS 
NUTRIENTS, 


THIS ENTIRE 
AREA SMELLS 
OF SOMETHING 
ROTTING. 


THEN, WHOSE 
REMAINS WERE 
ON DISPLAY AT 
THE FUNERAL 
SERVICE THE 
OTHER DAY? 


CONSORT 


JIN HAS AL- 
READY BEEN 
DEAD SINCE 
AROUND А YEAR 
AGO, WHEN 
АН 
ов! 
WHETHER PORTE! 
THAT WAS: РА са 
BECAUSE ОР 
MURDER OR 
АМ ACCIDENT, 
І DO NOT 
KNOW. 

АБА 2 
RESULT, \ до 
SHE WAS 
BURIED 
THERE. 


I ASKED 
AROUND 
ABOUT HER, 
AND BASED 
ОМ THE IN- 
FORMATION 
І GATHER- 
Ер, 


THERE'S 

A COURT 
LADY WHO'S 
CURRENTLY 

MISSING. 


ISN'T 
SHE PRETTY 
SIMILAR TO 
CONSORT 

JIN? 


THIS WOULD У 
BE ESPECIALLY | 2 
TRUE IF SHE 
KEPT A LOW 
PROFILE UNDER са 
THE GUISE ОР = || 
SICKNESS. баға 


BY HAVING 


THE PALACE 
LADY HIDE HER 
FACE BEHIND 
BANDAGES. 


|| лт 
-- 
те HER 
FACE WAS 
DETROYED, 
THE ONLY 
ONES CAPA- 
WOULD BLE OF 
PROBABLY TELLING 
BE HER THE TWO 
PERSONAL APART 
HAND- 
MAIDS. 


EVEN IF THEY 
REPLACED THE 
REAL CONSORT 
WITH ANOTHER 
PALACE LADY, 

ONE COULD EASILY 
FOOL JINSHI 
WHO'D COME 
ТО VISIT HER 
PERIODICALLY 


CONSORT 
JIN HAS 
BEEN SAID 
TO BE SICK 
THIS PAST 
YEAR. 


ТМ 


UNSURE 
OF THE 
THAT DETAILS, \ 
ит 1-2! Убе IN OTHER 
ваш еш |С 4 woes HR 
PLAUSIBLE Ё HANDMAIDS 
THEORY. 
ey те“ | 
ый 
> 
CON- А = 
SPIRED WITH Ni 
THE MISSING МОМ 
в [8 |8 COURT LADY TO х 
5 CONCEAL THE 
І ми. ab eevee DEAD BODY 
REPORT = СИ OF CONSORT 
THIS 27. А JIN? 
то вв. ЗТЧ 8 
неин: 381812 


THIS 15 
ONLY MY 
SPECULA- 


ЕТИМ TION, BUT 
KNOW THE 
REASON AS 

то WHY THAT 

COURT LADY 

CONSPIRED 

WITH THEM. 


AND SYMPATHY FOR 
THE COURT LADY, 
THEY DEVISED A 
PLAN TO HIDE THE 
CONSORT'S DEATH 
WITH AN ILLNESS. 


AS A RE- 

SULT, SHE 

HARASSED 
HER AND IT 
LED TOA 

QUARREL- 


DUE 


TO THEIR ету 


DESIRE 5 


FOR SELF- 1-2 


PRESER- 
VATION 


WAS BEING 
COURTED 
By A COURT 
OFFICIAL. 


SHE 
COULDN'T 
HAVE STOM- 
АСНЕР THE 
FACT THAT, 
WHILE SHE 
HADN'T BEEN 
VISITED BY 
THE EMPEROR, 
А MERE 
COURT LADY 


AND BE IT 
INTENTION- 
AL OR NOT, 
CONSORT 
JIN ENDED 
UP DYING. 


‘THEY 
MUST'VE 
ALREADY 

HARBORED 
DISPLEASING 
FEELINGS. 
TOWARDS THE 
CONSORT 
FROM THE 
START. 


CONSORT 
JIN WAS, 
BY NATURE, 
A JEALOUS 
WOMAN. 


THE 
ONES WHO 
WANTED TO 
GET THEIR 

STORIES 
STRAIGHT 
WERE HER 
HANDMAIDS. 


IT WOULD 
7 SOON 
А ВЕСОМЕ 
УД wrossiete 
2/ \ ров нек то 
CONTINUE 
DOING 50. 


THE 
HANDMAIDS 
WHO WERE 
AFRAID THAT 
EVERYTHING 
WOULD COME 

TO LIGHT... 


BUT WITH 
HER MARRIAGE 
PREPERATIONS 
PROGRESSING 

SMOOTHLY, 


THE COURT 
LADY, HAUNTED 
BY HER GUILT, 

AGREED To 

BECOME HER 
REPLACEMENT. 
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BEFORE 
HER 
CONTRACT 
PERIOD 
ENDED, 


THE HIGHER 
ups WILL 
DECIDE ON 

THE MOTIVES 

AS THEY SEE 

FIT TO CLOSE 
THIS CASE 
ANYWAY. 


Wy 
2217 


РГ | PS 
а © 
42-2 
4 дер WHAT ARE YOU 
5 PLANNING ON 
ih DOING WITH THIS 


MOUNTAIN OF 


MUSHROOMS? 


І DIDN'T 
FIND ANY 
MUSHROOMS 
LIKE CORDY- 


LIKE 
MUSHROOMS 
THAT GROW 
ON DEAD 
BODIES? 


ВОТ IF 
THERE REALLY 
15 SOMETHING 
LIKE THAT, 10 
REALLY WANT 
TO SEE IT AT 
LEAST ONCE. 


THE MUSH- 
ROOMS WERE, 
THEREFORE, 
HEARTLESSLY 
DISPOSED OF. 


EVEN IF IT'S 
ONLY OUT OF 
PURE CURIOSITY, 
MOST PEOPLE 
WON'T UNDER- 
STAND. 


МЕ THEY JUST PON'T UNPERSTAN? MAO МАО... 


CHAPTER 46 


MIRROR 


МУ 
WHATACOULD 
BEISEENTINSTHE УВ) 
MIRRORIWASIZA 


: раз? ВЖ LOLST 
~ 28122 KEHOR17I22 


БУЛАЙ AFTER SOLVING THE MUSHROOM INCIPENT, МАО MAO 15 ONCE AGAIN INVOLEP IN ANOTHER MYSTERY... 


15 USUALLY 
МАРЕ ОРА 
POLISHED 
COPPER 
PLATE, ВИТ 


‘THAT KIND 


OF MIRROR 
IT's DOESN'T 
AS IF REFLECT 
THERE'S COLORS АС- 
TWO OF СИВАТА. 


175 CON- 
SIDERED 
A RARE 
LUXURY. 


ENVOYS 

FROM A 

FOREIGN 
COUNTRY. 


come 
то THINK 
OF 11, THAT 
QUACK DOC- 
тов рр say 
SOMETHING 
‘ABOUT 


THE LARGE 
CARAVAN 
BEING PART 
OF THE 
WELCOMING 
CEREMONY 
FOR THE 


THAT'S. 
RIGHT, BUT 
THEY ALSO 
САМЕ THEM 

TO THE 
OTHER CON- 


IT WOULDN'T 
BE SURPRISING 
IF HER HEAD 
GOT CHOPPED 
OFF FOR THAT. 


IT's А 
GOOD THING 
THAT LADY 
GYOKUYOU 

IS KIND, 


IT WAS A 
PRESENT 
FROM A 
FOREIGN 


1 


ІТ MUST 
HAVE BEEN 
VERY DIFFICULT 
TO BRING THESE 
FOUR MIRRORS 
HERE WITHOUT 
DAMAGING 
THEM. 


ІР 1 


THERE ARE 
FOUR HIGH- 
RANKING 
CONSORTS, 
ONE OF 
WHOM 15 
CONSORT 
GYOKUYOU. 


EVEN IF 
ONE IS AN 
ENVOY, THEY 
CAN'T SHOW 
FAVORITISM 
TO ANY 
PARTICULAR 
ONE. 


INTERESTED 
IN THESE 
KINDS OF 
THINGS? 


DID THEY 
COME HERE 


TO NEGOTI- 


INTERESTED 
IN HOW THEY 
WERE MADE. 


FOR A CON- 
‘SULTATION 
SHUN. 


SHE COULDN'T 
LET A MAN BE 

LEFT ALONE ALONG, 
WITH A MAID, 


EVEN IF THEY 
ARE А EUNUCH. 


HONNYAN 


HAD BEEN 
AIMING FOR 

THERE'S сони 
Е FOR SOME 
SOMETHING TIME, BUT 


I'D LIKE TO 
HEAR YOUR 
OPINION ON. 


WHAT 
CAN I HELP 
YOU WITH? 


THERE'S 
A CERTAIN 
RESPECTABLE 
FAMILY WITH 
TWO DAUGH- 
TERS CLOSE 
IN AGE. 


AFTER 
ТНЕУ HAD 
REACHED 

АТ NIGHT, MARRIAGE- 
THEIR FATHER FOR- ABLE AGE, 

BADE THEM THEIR OVER- 
‘AND FROM GOING 

DURING THE \ OUTSIDE UN- 

DAY, HE PUT 
MAIDS INSIDE 
THE ROOM 
TO WATCH 
OVER THEM. 


AFTER THE : 
голоод | a 1 MOST LIKELY 
REPLACE- HAPPENING, / AD OUT OF PITY 
MENTS МЕЕ ALL OF THE ше, FOR THE GIRLS’ 
MAIDS WERE 
FIRED. 


= 
=== 


| HOWEVER, ча FuR- 
- BECAUSE | 

| THERMORE, 

THE THE FATHER | THEY EVEN 


раибнтееь, | EVEN THE DIDN'T STATIONED 
МНО WERE 4 її ТНЕМ 
ALLOW тне GUARDS 


INTROVERT 
SPENT Н GUARDS TO MEET ANY 
Тек ГАБ шинэ WEREN'T МЕН BESIDES я ОПРЕ ТИЕ 
4 ALLOWED HIMSELF, 1 . 
BROIDERY. 5 , NEAR 
) ТНЕМ. 


ТНЕМ, ОМЕ 
DAY, THE UN- 
THINKABLE 
HAPPENED. 


YOUNGER 
SISTER WAS 
FOUND TO 
BE PREG- 
NANT. 


тт SHOULD 
HAVE BEEN 
IMPOSSIBLE 
FOR SOMEONE 
TO SNEAK 
ІН МІТНОШТ 
THE USE OF 
MYSTIC ARTS. 


ARE YOU 
SURE THE 
DAUGHTER 
16 REALLY 
PREGNANT? 


THERE 
ARE CASES 
OF PHANTOM 
PREGNANCIES 
WHERE THERE 
16 NO MALE 

PARTNER, 


IS TRICKED INTO 
THINKING THAT 
I'S PREGNANT 


BY THE 
OWNER'S OWN 
BELIEF. 


SHE CAR- 
RIES THE 
CHILD OF 


HENCE, 
THE PARENTS 
ARE GREATLY 

TROUBLED. 


CERTAINLY 

А STRANGE 
STORY, BUT 
І PEEL LIKE 
IT'S OUT ОҒ 
MY FIELD OF 
EXPERTISE. 


COULD 
YOU GO 
INTO THE 
OF HOW THE SPECIFICS 
DAUGHTERS 
WERE BEING 
SURVEILED, 


HE EVEN 
PREPARED 


| | нж 
АРООВ Қ BECAME 


PLAN. ; 554 EVASIVE. 


THIS: 


RECTANGLE 
HERE IS THE 
To THE SEPERATE 
NORTH AND ROOM THEY 
EAST OF STAYED IN. 
IT RUNS A 
WALL, WHICH 
ed 2% 
ONLY WAY IN 
RESIDENCE, 16 THROUGH 
ТИЕ PASSAGE 
ТО THE WEST 
OF THE ROOM, 
WHICH THEN 
WHILE A CONNECTS 
GARDEN 15 TO THE MAIN 
LOCATED TO 
BUILDING. 


THE SOUTH. 


THEIR 
PARENTS 
REALLY 


OUTSIDE. 


DIDN'T WANT 
THEM GOING 


SOME- 
THING LIKE A 
TOILET, WHICH 

16 USUALLY 
BUILT OLITSIDE 
THE RESIDENTIAL 
BUILDING, WAS 
BUILT INSIDE 
THEIR ROOM? 


ARE TWO, 
ONE FACING 
EAST, AND 
THE OTHER 
FACING 


THEY MUST 
HAVE BEEN 
STATIONED 
HIGH UP IN 
ORDER TO 
BE ABLE TO 
OBSERVE THE 
TWO THROUGH 
THE WINDOWS. 


THERE'S 
ONE 
INSIDE. 


AND WHAT 
ІР THEY 
WANTED ТО. 
USE THE 
TOILET? 


ARE 
THERE ANY 
WINDOWS: 
THROUGH 
WHICH You 
САМ SEE 
INSIDE? 


THE 
GUARDS 
OUTSIDE 

HAD A 
GARDEN 
BETWEEN 
THEM 
AND THE 
DAUGH- 
TERS. 


LIKE THE 
FIELD OF VIEW 
THROUGH 
THIS WINDOW 
16 QUITE 
LIMITED. 


BUT THE 
DAUGHTERS 
PRACTICE THEIR 
EMBROIDERY 
THERE EVERY 
NOON. 


LOCATED IN 
THE MAIN 
BUILDING? 


THE THIRD 

FLOOR FOR 

THE SOUTH 
‘SIDE. 


I Guess 
ТИЕ EAST SIDE 
CAN'T BE VIEWED 
FROM ANYWHERE 
ELSE EXCEPT 
THE FIRST FLOOR 
BECAUSE OF ALL 
THE DEAD ANGLES, 
WHICH ARE THE 
RESULT OF THE 
SURROUNDING 
WALLS. 


IT'S ALSO 
EASIER 
FOR THE 
GUARDS 

THAT WAY. 


витт 
HEARD THEY 
USED TO BE 

NOMADS. 


ON THE 
OTHER HAND, 
EMBROIDERY 
CAN HOLD A 

SPECIAL MEAN- 
ING AMONG 
SOME NOMAD 
TRIBES, 


60 IT'S NOT 
REALLY THAT 
STRANGE 
OF A HOBBY 
FOR THEM. 


сом- 
РАВЕО 
то DOING 
IT INSIDE 
роме it МЕХТ TO 
NEAR THE А LAMP, 
WINDOW IN 
THE АРТЕВ- 
NOON LIGHT 
IS CERTAINLY 
ЕТТЕ! 


QUITE THE 
UNUSUAL 
HOBBY 
THOUGH, 
ISN'T IT? 


IT's NOT 

SURPRISING 
THAT HONNYAN 
WOULD FIND IT 
STRANGE, AS 
‘SHE COMES 
FROM A RE- 
SPECTABLE 

FAMILY. 


WAS THIS 
BUILDING 
ORIGINALLY 
BUILT FOR 
GUESTS? 


туо, 
THEY BOTH 
GUARDED 
THEIR RE- 
SPECTIVE 
WINDOW. 


GIVEN 
THE LEVEL 
OF DETAIL, I 
CAN'T HELP 
BUT THINK 
THERE'S 
SOMETHING 
MORE TO 
THIS... 


к 
ж 


SHOULD 
I TELL 
HIM THE 

TRUTH 
ОР... 


‘ANSWERED. 


BY HOW THE 
BUILDING IS 
PARTITIONED, 


HIS APOLOGIES. 
IT SEEMS THE 
OX BEZOAR IS 


TO PROCURE. 


SILENT ВЕ- 
CAUSE I DIDN'T 
WANT HIM TO 
HEADBUTT ME 
AGAIN, ВИТ 


VARIOUS 
PEOPLE ARE 
CURRENTLY 

OFFERING 
VARIOUS 
MEDICINES 
TO MASTER 
МӘНІ. 


I HEARD 
SOMETHING 
ABOUT THAT 

RECENTLY. 


THERE'S A 
RUMOUR GOING 
AROUND ABOUT 

HIM DESPERATELY 
SEARCHING FOR 

SOMETHING. 


DEMAND FOR 
IT SUDDENLY 
INCREASED. 


THOUGH, 
І ОИВТ 
IT'D END 

WITH JUST 

А DINNER. 


HE SHOULD 
JUST ACCEPT 
ONE OF THEIR 
OFFERS FOR 
DINNER AND 
BE DONE 


WELL, SINCE 
I'S MASTER 
JINSHI WE'RE 

TALKING ABOUT, 
EVERYONE, RE- 
GARDLESS OF 
SEX, WANTS 
ТО OFFER IT 

то им. 


ТА WW ч 
PRECIOUS DRIED GALL 
AND VALU- | BLADDER OF 
ABLE INGRE- 
DIENT FOR 
DIGESTIVE 
MEDICINE! 


TRUTH 
BE TOLD, 


HE REALLY 
WANTED TO 
GIVE IT TO 

YOU HIM- 
SELF, BUT, 


PLEASE 
WAIT A 
MOMENT, 
1 HAVE TO 
PREPARE 
SOME 
THINGS. 


I GUESS 
ТИ. HAVE 
TO TELL 
HIM SOME- 
THING. 


Let's 
PRETEND 
THIS FRUIT 
16 ONE OF 


ТИЕ DAUGH- 
TERS. 


sui 
SPENDS HER 
ENTIRE DAY 
WORKING ON 
EMBROIDERY 


COULD THE 
РЕЯ WOULD 
THE MIRROR пее н 
FROM WHERE: расте 
THEY WERE 
STANDING? 


YOU'RE 
RIGHT. 


WHILE THIS МАУВЕ, 
PROBABLY % 5 BY USING 
THE WOULDN'T THEY MADE IT a Few 
SAME CAN'T шок: Е. 59 THAT ONLY | САРЕРИЦУ 
HEY AND THE 
BE SAID IF IT | прагове, WALLS were POSITIONED 


WAS LOOKED | seen THROUGH MIRRORS, 


THE WINDOW. 


WHILE THE 

OTHER ONE 
WAS JUST A 
REFLECTION? 


THAT 
THERE 
WAS ONLY 
ONE РАЦЕН- 
TER IN THE 
ROOM 


‘SINCE 
ТИЕ TWO 
DAUGHTERS 
LOOK PRET- 
TY SIMILAR, 
THE GUARDS 
WOULDN'T BE 
ABLE TO TELL 
THEIR ACCES- THEM APART 
SORIES TO 7 2 НЕ al 
DISTINGUISH ы 
BETWEEN re 
THE TWO. 


BUT WHAT 
тиву Must ABOUT THE 
HAVE BEEN EMBROI- 
WORKING ON > 

1 HEARD х У IFFERENT DERY? 
THEY WERE > PATTERNS, 
ANIMALS. NO? 


| ЖАУУ. ; 

| fst 7 "" К АВОВТ тив 
-< | Жан KIND OF 

|| ; DRAWING? 


DEPENDING 
ON HOW уои 
VIEW THIS 
DRAWING, 


IT CAN 
BE SEEN 
AS EITHER 
AN ANGRY 
FACE, OR A 
SMILING 
FACE. 


AND SINCE 
THE GUARDS 
WERE ABLE TO 
SEE THE TWO 
DAUGHTERS 
THROUGH THE 
WINDOWS, 


THEY'D ВЕ 
TOO FOCUSED 
ON THAT TO 
SPOT ONE OF 
THE DAUGHTERS 
SLIPPING OUT 
THROUGH 
THE WEST 
ENTRANCE. 


оғ 
COURSE 
THAT THERE THIS 
две minzons витае” ТИРУ 0042 
BIG ENOUGH IN DEPENDS)! RevERSED HOW 
THE ROOM FOR ОМ THE 
THEIR EDGES TO РАСТ THE IMAGE WAS 
NOT BE SEEN SEEN BY THE 
FROM THE GUARDS, 
OUTSIDE. 


CLEAR 
ENOUGH, 
THAT IT 
CAN EVEN 

FOOL YOU, 
IF VIEWED 
FROM FAR 
ENOUGH. 


THERE, EM- 
BROIDERY IS 
CONSIDERED 
SOMETHING 

IMPORTANT 
ENOUGH FOR 
CHILDREN OF 
HIGH SOCIETY 

TO LEARN. 


AVERY 

CLEAR 

IMAGE 
ON THEIR 
‘SURFACE, 


EXISTS A 
COUNTRY 
IN THE 
FAR WEST, 
WHERE MY 
DAD USED 
TO STUDY. 


TO TELL 
THE DIF- 
FERENCE 
BETWEEN 
THE RE- 
FLECTION 
AND THE 


ORIGINAL. 


I RECENTLY 
EVEN CAME 
ACROSS A 
MIRROR OF 
SUCH GOOD 
QUALITY, 
THAT ONE 
IS UNABLE 


ТО TREAT 
THOSE THEY 
SUSPECT OF 
BEING SPIES 


||| 
ІШІ ІШІ ||| 


ШІШ 


THE TRUTH 


| THAT STORY | 


КЕАЦУ 15. 


QUESTION. 


ЗЕ MEVICINE 15 THE MOST IMPORTANT THING IN THE МОК”... 


NOT STORY RELATED, JUST A 
CRY FOR HELP INTO THE VOID 


SO WE'VE BEEN RELYING ON A SITE CALLED JPFILES 
TO GET THE RAWS FOR THE PAST FEW CHAPTERS. 
SADLY, THE SITE DIDN'T HAVE THIS MONTH'S ISSUE 
OF THE SERIES SO WE, ONCE AGAIN, HAD TO RELY 
ON SENDING FRESTHY'S NUDES TO SAVE THE DAY. 


THIS IS ALL FINE AND DANDY, BUT THE QUALITY 
THAT BOOKWALKER PROVIDES (THE PLACE THIS IS 
RIPPED FROM) LEAVES MUCH TO BE DESIRED. 


THE 3 IMAGES ON THE SIDE ARE THE 
BOOKWALKER RIP (TOP) AND THE VERSION FOUND 
ON JPFILES (MIDDLE). NO IDEA WHERE JPFILE'S 
SOURCE CAN BE FOUND, SINCE JPFILES IS JUST 
AN AGGREGATORAND DOESN'T SAY ANYTHING 
ABOUT WHERE IT'S RIPPED FROM. 


THE IMAGE AT THE BOTTOM IS THE 
DIFFERENCE BETWEEN THE 2 RAWS, IN CASE 
YOU'RE HAVING TROUBLE SPOTTING IT. 


PREFEREBLY, WE'D LIKE TO GET OUR 
HANDS ON THE MYSTERY RAWS FROM 
JPFILES. OTHER SOURCES ARE FINE AS 
WELL, AS LONG AS THE QUALITY OF THE 
RAWS IS AROUND THE SAME LEVEL OF 
QUALITY AS THE AFOREMENTIONED ONES. 


IF YOU KNOW WHERE WE CAN GET GOOD 
QUALITY RAWS, OR ARE ABLE TO PROVIDE 
GOOD QUALITY RAWS, PLEASE LET US KNOW. 


ГМ GOING TO START CRYING IF І HAVE TO DO 
ANOTHER CHAPTER WITH SMUDGED RAWS :( 


= ИА 
Бато 


ECPART 1) 
рит 1 


THE WIDER 

THE A RUMOR 
MORE IT SPREADS, 

| 7 А DIVERGES 

FROM THE 
TRUTH. 


2 


үс! / | NOT то 
: MENTION, 
THERE ARE 
TIMES WHEN 
RUMORS DO 
“= Ро уби NOT STOP АТ 
KNOW ABOUT 
BEING JUST 
а THE PEERLESS енгені 
ВЕДИТУ THAT - 
SHEDS TEARS 
OF PEARLS? - = 


—\ М 


WHAT'S 1! 


міти THAT „0! | И | 
QUESTION 
OUT OF 22 | 


NOWHERE? Г 
Г Cs 2 


| ТУЛАЙ BECAUSE OF THE MIRROR КЕСЕМЕР BY THE ЈАРЕ PALACE, МАО MAO WAS ABLE ТО HELP GAO SHUN WITH HIS TROUBLE... | 


ІР YOU'RE 
LOOKING | 
FOR SOMEONE || 
OF PEERLESS 
BEAUTY, 
THEY'RE RIGHT 
IN FRONT 
OF МЕ. 


THEIR 
GRANDFATHER 
ONCE SAW 
А WOMAN AS 
BEAUTIFUL 
AS A MOON 
FAIRY, 


OF 
COURSE, > 
МЕ САМТ = 
ВЕ SURE 
IF SHE'S 55, 

STILL ALIVE, 
BUT... 


IT SEEMS 
THAT THE 
ENVOY WHO'S 
VISITING HAD 
А REQUEST. 


ро You 
PERHAPS 
HAVE ANY 
IDEA AS TO 
WHO THAT 
MIGHT ВЕ? 


100 
THINK 
$ тив IS 
АМ UNREA- 
SONABLE 
DEMAND, 
BUT 
A HIGH 
RANKING 
OFFICIAL 
BEGGED 
ME FOR 
IT IN 
TEARS. 
HE AP- 
PARENTLY 
МЕТ THIS 
WOMAN FROM 
HANAMACHI 
DECADES 
AGO. 


Шилний! 
їнэ? 
21] 


А 
PEERLESS 
BEAUTY 
WITH TEARS 


THE GRANNY 
YOU MET AT 
ROKUSHOU- 


--- 


ТМ 
SURE SHE'LL 
COME AND 
HELP AS LONG 
AS YOU PAY 


HER ENOUGH. 
WHAT DO YOU 
THINK? 


EVENTUALLY 
LOSE THAT 


UKE T DON'T МЕШ. 
UNDERSTAND. 
ТЕ WE END ИР 
PRESENTING A 
‘SHRIVELED ИР. 
SCALLOP TO AN 
ENVOY WHO'S 
EXPECTING 
ТО SEE А 
BEAUTY, 


THIS 


CAN END 
ИР TURN- 
ING INTO A BECOME A 
DIPLOMATIC MONEY 


ISSUE. MONGER. 


HOW двоит 
PRESENTING 

THEM WITH 
SUITABLE EN- 
ТЕВТАММЕМТ? 


ІТ 
SHOULDN'T 
BE TO THE 

POINT WHERE 


THE OTHER 
SIDE SHOULD 
BE AWARE 
ABOUT THE 
ISSUE OF 


МЕ 
ALREADY 
HELD A 
BANQUET 
FILLED WITH 
BEAUTIFUL 
WOMEN, 


BUT IT 
WOULD 
APPEAR 
THEY'RE 
NOT INTER- 
ESTED. 
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CAPABLE 
OF EN- 
CHANTING 
ANYONE. 


DESPITE 


BEING MORE 
OR LESS A 
МАН, HE'S 
SOMEONE 
WITH THE 
LOOKS 


I UNDER- 
STAND HOW 
THIS ISSUE 

ENDED 
UP IN HIS 

HANDS. 


1 HEARD 
THERE'S A 
FAR OFF 
COUNTRY 


FILLED WITH 
NOTHING BUT 
GOOD LOOK- 
ING PEOPLE 
THANKS TO A 
GREAT DEAL 
OF INTERMAR- 
RIAGE. 


FOR 
A CITIZEN 
OF SUCH A 
COUNTRY TO 
REFER TO 
ANOTHER AS 


COULD BE 
THANKS TO 
THEIR GOOD 
DIPLOMATIC 
RELATIONS. 
OR MILITARY 
STRENGTH. 


THERE 
HAS TO BE 
A REASON 
AS TO WHY 

THAT ЕМҮОУ'5 


COUNTRY HAS 
GONE UN- 
CONQUERED 


PERHAPS 
HALLUCINO— 
GENS WERE 
MIXED INTO 


IF МЕ 
DID THAT, 
IT'D TURN 


INTO A DIP- 
LOMATIC 
ISSUE. 


WE DON’T, 
BUT I THINK 
ID BE THE 
_| easiest way 
KE TO RESOLVE 
„== THIS. 


IF YOU'RE 
THAT DES- 
PERATE... 


I HEARD 
YOU WANTED 
TO TALK TO 
МЕ ABOUT 

SOMETHING. 


ПІН: 


OUTSIDERS 


STILL AS 
ARROGANT 
AS USUAL. 


974 1 HEARD 
| THAT YOU 
‘ONCE EN- 
| TERTAINED 
АМ ENVOY 
< THAT САМЕ 
< HERE FROM 
5 ANOTHER 
COUNTRY. 


CAPITAL WAS 
JUST RECENTLY 
MOVED BACK 
THEN AND THE 
CASTLE WASN'T 
AS GRAND AS 
IT IS NOW, 


60 THEY 
HAD МО 
PLACE FOR 
ENTERTAIN- 


THE HIGHER 
UPS WERE 
TROUBLED BY 
THIS AND, 


AND USED 


TO SERVE AS 
A PLACE FOR IN 
CEREMONIES. THE END, 
DECIDED 
ТО USE А 
LEFTOVER 
HISTORICAL 


RUIN. 


THE OLD. TRIBE | 
THAT USED >> 
“To LIVE HERE 
THERE IS 
A DRIED 
ИР FRUIT 
“THEIR OLD: Е WAYS. 22 GARDEN 


к. 
ване, ВИР иа 


1 BELIEVE 
THE INNER 
PALACE 
BACK THEN 
WASN'T AS 
BIG AS IT 


ЇЇ... 


THE CASE, 
THERE'S A 


A PART OF BACK THEN 
THE INNER 


IT WAS ВЕ- 
CAUSE I WAS 
THE HIGHEST 

RANKING COUR- 

TESAN AT 


НАМАМАСИ!. 


IT'S NOT 
SURPRISING 
FOR SOME- 
WHERE ONE FROM A 
EVERYONE |6 СОИМТВҮ, 
TALL, TO VIEW 
THE AVERAGE 
ADULT HERE 
AS A КО. 


AS 


THE MAIN 

WAS THERE PERFORMER 

ANYTHING 

АНЯ UNDER THE 

HAPPENED? SPOTLIGHT, 
THE TALLER 
SHE IS, THE 


HOW DO 

1 SAY ТИ... 

‘THE PREPA- 

RATIONS TOOK 

QUITE A LONG 

BECAUSE aime 

THE STAGE 
WE USED 
BACK THEN 

WAS IMPRO- 


ORDER то are: 
ENSURE THAT 
THE SCENERY Моби мас 
THOUGH, VIEWED FROM TAKEN INTO 
IN THE END, : THE BANQUET Рон 
BUGS ENDED WAS PERFECT, 
ИР SWARMING NEARBY OB- 
EVERYWHERE : STACLES WERE 
‘ANYWAY ВЕ- REMOVED. 
CAUSE OF 
ALL THE 
TORCHES. 
‘SINCE THE 
BANQUET WAS: 
ТО TAKE PLACE 


60, ALL THE 
LARVAE ON THE 
NEARBY LEAVES 

WERE COMPLETELY 

EXTERMINATED: 

BEFOREHAND. 


BY RUBBING 
INSECT CAR- 
CASSES ON 
МУ CLOTHES. 


IN THE END, 
THE PERFOR- 
MANCE WAS A 
BIG SUCCESS 
AND THAT 
‘SOMEONE 
ENDED UP 
SEETHING. 


Е 
TRIED ТО ВИТ AFTER 
SABOTAGE МУ ALL THE PRE- 
PERFORMANCE —PARATIONS, 
ОМ THE DAY 
OF THE 
BANQUET 


OF COURSE, | 
І WASN'T 
THAT MEEK 


ТО THINK 
THAT THIS 
DREAMY 
BEAUTY 


BECAME 


A MONEY 
MONGER. 


50 THEY 
EXAGGER- 
ATED THE 
PAINTING. 


WHAT A 
oft BEAUTIFUL 
PAINTING. 


LIKE IT'S AN 

IMPORTANT 
ITEM FOR 
GRANNY. 


THE ENVOY 
FROM BACK 
THEN 


WENT OUT 
ОР HIS WAY 
TO HAVE THIS 
PAINTED ONCE 
HE RETURNED 
то ив соим- 
TRY. 


AS VA 2 


CAUSED THEM 
TO FALL HEAD 


You Just 
DID YOUR 
JOB LIKE 
YOU WERE 
EXPECTED 
то, 50 


WHILE 
176 TRUE 
THAT SHE 
USED TO 
BE HIGHLY 
SOUGHT 
AFTER, 


І STILL 
CAN'T 
FATHOM 


VIEW THINGS 
OBJECTIVELY. 


WHY SHE 
BECAME THE 
TARGET OF 
THIS KIND OF 
WORSHIP. 


АВОШТ МЕ 
TRY FINDING 
SOMEONE LIKE 
THIS FOR THE 
TIME BEING? 


TO BE HONEST, 
IT'LL BE PRETTY 
HARD TO FIND 
SOMEONE AS PRETTY 
AND TALL AS THE 
PERSON DEPICTED 
IN THE PAINTING. 


FOCUSING 
ОМ FINDING 
‘SOMEONE 
WITH THE 


HEIGHT 


USED TO BE 


DESPITE 
HER SMALL 
STATURE 


OF SOMEONE 
WHO LOOKS 
THE SAME? 


YES, AND 
SINCE LONGER 
LIMBS LOOK 
BETTER ON 
DANCERS, 


SHE SPE- 
CIALIZED 
IN IT. 


IT'S NOT 
JUST ONE 
PERSON? 


GRAND- 
FATHER. 


IT SEEMS 
LIKE THE 
ENVOYS ARE 
BEAUTIES 
AS WELL. 


MAYBE THEY 

LOOK LIKE 

CONSORT 

GYOKUYOU, 2 7 FUSS АВОШТ 
WHO САМЕ =f THE BEAUTY 

FROM / ‚ = AS WELL. 
ANOTHER 
COUNTRY. 


AND THE 
DIFFICULTY 
INCREASES 

EVEN 

FURTHER. 


FINDING 
A BEAUTY 
FROM THE 

PAST IS 
ALREADY 
DIFFICULT 
IN AND OF 

ITSELF. 


NOW 
ADD TO THE 
FACT THAT 
THE ONES 
DOING THE 
EVALUATING 
ARE ALSO 
WOMEN, 


EVEN IF THEY 
WERE TO BE 
PRESENTED 

WITH SOMEONE 
WHO LOOKS 

ТНЕУ COULD ЕХАСПУ LIKE 

STILL END THE PERSON IN 
UP BEING THE PICTURE, 


UNSATISFIED. 


SOMEONE 


WITH EVEN TALLER 
PEERLESS THAN 175 
BEAUTY, CENTIMETERS 
THAT CAN 


MAKE EVEN 
ANOTHER 
BEAUTY 
SPEECH- 
Less. 


А BEAUTY 
TALLER THAN 
175 CENTIME- 

TERS, 


ТО SAY? 7 


EVEN TO 
THIS DAY, 
THIS PLACE 
STILL LOOKS 
GOOD ENOUGH 
TO HOLD 
BANQUETS. 


THERE'S 
NO MISTAK- 
ING IT. 


voice Give \ 


ME AWAY? 


FROM 
SHAO RAN'S 
GOSSIP 
FRIEND. 


Just 
TAKING A 
LITTLE 
STROLL. 


ABOUT You, 
WHAT ARE 
YOU DOING 
IN A PLACE 

LIKE THIS? 


MAO MAO, 
WHAT ARE 
YOU DOING 


byl 

WRONG, ? 227 
BUT IT'S А (6 
TRUE THAT f қ 

1 HAVE SOME А ce 

BUSINESS IN 


THE PEACH 
GARDEN. 


LIKE SHE'S 
ENJOYING 
LIVING FREELY 
IN THE INNER 
PALACE. 


А 


1 THIS PLACE Se 


ТУЕ ONLY 16 REALLY и Ч 
EVER SEEN ~ АА: ВД 
THIS ONE IN Ат А 
PICTURE 1 
BOOKS. — : 
— < 
IT’S FULL 
OF INSECTS ened 
THAT I'VE АМ INSECT 
NEVER SEEN да», CAGE. 
Г BEFORE. = 
| \ г 
IT was 
BROUGHT 
HERE FROM 
COUNTRIES 
| ACROSS THE 
| SEA, YOU 
y KNOW? 
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AND ENDED 
UP'SETTLING | 
IN THIS LAND. | 


THEY EVEN 
REFLECT 
LIGHT WHEN 


THEY'RE 


WHEN 
THE MOON 
SHINES AT 

NIGHT. 


THAT'S 
EXAGGER- 
ATING IT. 


THEY'RE 
UNABLE TO 
EAT AFTER 
BECOMING 

ADULTS AND 
END UP 
DYING SOON 
AFTER, 


50 THEY 
DON'T HAVE 
А LOT OF 
TIME TO RE- 
PRODUCE. 


THIS PLACE 
LOOKS LIKE 45 
IF YOU WERE 
TRANSPORTED 
TO PARADISE 


МАО МАО, 


YOU SHOULD 
COME HERE 
AT NIGHT. 


MOTHS, DO 
THEY START 
MATING AS 
SOON А5 
THEY GROW 
WINGS? 


Цеа 
с iu 


Н КІ 1 ђ 
тт Жы 


=== 
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